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SUBJ: BAATH PARTY OUTLOOK 

1. SUMMARY: BAATH PARTY NATIONAL COMMAND MEMBER EAWWAZ 
SAYYAGH SAID SYRIA WOULD NOT ATTEND A GENEVA CONFERENCE 
WHICH WAS BASED ON THE CAIRO PORCESS. HE WAS CONVINCED 
THAT THE US PUT SADAT UP TO HIS JERUSALIM INITIATIVE. HE 
BELIEVED THE US OBJECTIVE WAS TO ACHIEVE A BILATERAL SETTLE- 
MENT BETWEEN EGYPT AND ISRAEL AND THEREBY DIVIDE THE ARAB 
WORLD, INHIBIT ARAB UNITY AND UNDERMINE "PROGRESSIVE" 

REGIME’S LIKE SYRIA'S END SUMMARY. 
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2. EAWWAZ SAYYAGH, BAATH PARTY NATIONAL COMMAND MEMBER 
RESPONSIBLY EOR INTERNATIONAL AEEAIRS SPOKE TO AUSTRALIAN 
CHARG MCCARTHY AND BRITISH AMBASSADOR CRAIG DECEMBER 21 AND 
22. CRAIG SAID HE SPENT A HALE HOUR DEEENDING US FROM SAYYAGH'S 
ATTACK. SAYYAGH CHARGED THAT SADAT INITIATIVES HAD BEEN 
COOKED UP BY AMERICANS. CRAIG DENIED THIS. SAYYAGH WAS 
INCREDULOUS THAT UK WOULD BELIVED US PROTESTATIONS OE INNOCENCE. 
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WHEN CRAIG REMAINED UNSHAKEN IN HIS POSITION SAYYAGH DISMISSED 
THE QUESTION SAYING THE IMPORTANT AND MOST DAMMING THIS IS 
THAT THE US SUPPORTS SADAT. 

3. CRAIG ASKED SAYYAGH IF SYRIA COULD EVER BE RECONCILED TO 
SADAT AND WAS TOLD: "WE ARE ALWAYS PREPARED TO TAKE LOST 
SHEEP BACK INTO THE FOLD." 

4. MCCARTHY ALSO WAS GIVEN LECTURE ON SINS OF AMERICA AND 
WAS TOLD THAT US OBJECTIVE IS SEPARATE EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI 
SETTLEMENT. US HOPES TO ENVELOP JORDAN AND SAUDI ARABIA 
WITHIN THEIR SCHEME AND THEREBY DIVIDE ARAB WORLD AND ISOLATE 
PROGRESSIVE REGIMES. THIS WAS ALL PRETTY STANDARD FARE, BUT 
WHAT IMPRESSED AUSTRALIAN CHARGE, WAS THAT SAYYAGH SEEMED 
SUNSHAKABLY CONVINCED OF THE ACCURACY OE HIS ASSESSMENT OF US 
INTENTIONS. THE BOTTOM LINE WAS THAT THE US IS HOSTILE TO 
SYRIA. 

5. MCCARTHY ASKED ABOUT GENEVA. SAYYAGH REPLIED: "SYRIA 
WILL NOT GO TO GENEVA." HE CLARIFIED THIS SAYING THAT IN THE 
CURRENT CONTEXT A GENEVA CONFERENCE WOULD BE THE OUTGROWTH 
OF THE CAIRO TALKS AND WOULD BE A US MANEUVER TO JUSTIFY A 
BILATERAL ISRAELI-EGYPTIAN SETTLEMENT. "YOU CANNOT BUILD 

A STRONG EDIFICE ON A SHAKY BASE." SYRIA, ACCORDING TO 
SAYYAGH HAD BEEN PREPARED AND CONTINUES TO BE WILLING TO 
ATTEND A GENEVA CONFERENCE BASED ON RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338 
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AND THE JOINT US-SOVIET STATEMENT, BUT UNTIL THE CAIRO 
PROCESS FAILS THERE IS NO WAY TO CONSTRUCT SUCH A GENEVA 
CONFERENCE. 

6. SAYYAGH, WHO IS OF PALESTINIAN ORIGIN THOUGH BORN ON EAST BANK, 
IS A MOUTHPEACE FOR THE BAATH PARTY ON FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS, AND NOT AN IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTOR TO POLICY FORMU- 
LATION. NEVERTHELESS, WE BELIEVE HE REFLECTS THE DEEPLY 
HELD CONVICTION OF A NUMBER OF POWERFUL BAATHI LEADERS 
LIKE AHMAR, BAJBUJ, SADDIQNI, AND POSSIBLE KHADDAM. HIS 
STATEMENTS ARE PERMEATED WITH BAATHI IDEOLIGY AND PRECONCEP- 
TIONS ABOUT THE WAST AND PARTICULARLY THE UNITED STATES. 

THERE IS A POWERFUL MIXTURE OF XENOPHOBIA, ARAB 
NATIONALISM, AND A TYPE OF MARXISM IN THIS IDEOLOGY WHICH 
CONTRIBUTE TO AN OUTLOOK RESISTANT TO ANY OUTSIDE ADVICE, 
PARTICULARLY WHEN IT COMES FORM THE U.S. AMONG 
THESE BAATHIS EVENTS ARE INTERPRETED TO FIT THE IDELOGY 
REGARDLESS OF THE FACTS. THE PRESIDENT AND SOME OF HIS 
IMPORTANT FOREIGN POLICY ADVISORS LIKE NAJI JAMIL ARE LESS 
INHIBITED BY BAATHI IDEOLOGY. NEVERTHELESS, THEY ARE NOT 
IMMUNE TO ITS APPEAL. 

MURPHY 
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